LINDISFARNE

The seventh century A.D. was the golden age of Northum-
bria, the kingdom which stretched from the Humber to
the Forth and whose capital was Bamburgh.   There the castle
of the Northumbrian kings on its huge whinstone crag looked
across the sea to Lindisfarne, the Holy Island whence Chris-
tianity spread through Northumbria.   To Bamburgh in 635
King Oswald summoned Aidan from lona to convert his
people.  Perhaps it was its resemblance to lona that led Aidan
to choose the island of Lindisfarne as the seat of his Bishopric.
But though an island Lindisfarne was not isolated for it could
be approached across the sands at ebb tide and was in sight of
the royal town of Bamburgh.   From this island monastery the
missionaries went forth among the wild Northumbrians.
There is on Lindisfarne a Saxon tombstone whose carvings
symbolise the triumph of Christianity, for on one side the
Northumbrians are portrayed fighting with battle axes and on
the other kneeling in adoration before the Cross.

As long as Oswald lived the cause of Christianity prospered,
but in 642 he was slain in battle by Penda of Mercia, the cham-
pion of the old gods. But so strong was the influence of the
monks of Lindisfarne that the Northumbrians would not aban-
don their faith in spite of the onslaughts of Penda. Bamburgh
itself was attacked. Aidan from his island saw the castle
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